This year we are dealing with a pandemic like
no one has ever seen before. Our lives have
changed dramatically. For those dealing with
their own mortality or a loved one’s health
decline it has been even more difficult. You
have the opportunity to help ease the burden
of dying patients and their loved ones. Will you
make a donation this summer?
Your gift will provide medications, medical
supplies and equipment, oxygen, nursing care,
spiritual care, a private room at the Wings
Home, food and personal care. Your gift makes
the last days of life more comfortable for
terminally ill patients.
In past years, you could choose to have a
paper butterfly made in memory or honor of
your loved one to be attached to a float in the
Allegan County Fair Parade in September. Sadly,
this year, the Fair is canceled so there will be
no parade and no float.
With your donation this summer, you can still
choose to have a paper butterfly made in
memory or honor of your loved one and it will
be displayed on the Allegan Riverfront
boardwalk the weekend of September 11-13.
This is a new, unique and loving tribute to
your loved ones. Will you make a gift this year?
To donate, go online to our website at
www.wingsofhopehospice.com or
call 269-686-8659.
Don’t forget to come to the beautiful city of
Allegan to see the butterflies displayed
on the riverfront!
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Dear Friends,
I have now worked at home longer in 2020 than I have worked in the
office. When I do go to my office for brief periods, it feels foreign. It
occurs to me that my ‘new normal’ doesn’t feel new anymore. Just
normal.
Like all of you, Wings of Hope has altered the way we conduct
ourselves. Some of us continue to work remotely and others continue
to go out in the world. These staff are the individuals who are
continuing to see patients. They have been steadfast in their
commitment to our patients and their families. We still deliver the
kind of compassionate care for which Wings of Hope is known.
We’re also creating more videos than we ever have before to tell our
stories and to share what we know. One series is called ‘Mission
Moments’ – short videos that describe how we help those who benefit
from our services. We are posting them on Facebook periodically and
will add them to our website.
A second video series is called ‘Death Education’. These short videos
share information about thanatology which is the study of death, dying
and bereavement. We will also post these videos on our website.
Our Death Education Series promotes Wings of Hope’s vision:
As we help people live more fully and benefit from the gift of their
own mortality, we will increase the comfort level of our culture to
embrace life’s later stages as a natural phase and we will work
to decrease fear and increase knowledge associated with
life-limiting illness.
The coronavirus pandemic has certainly heightened awareness of our
own mortality. The gift of our mortality is a heightened awareness of
the beauty and richness of life. Could that be the gift of this
pandemic? That’s a discussion for another time.
Wishing you health and peace,

Theresa Lynn, PhD, RN, LMSW
Certified Thanatologist
Executive Director, Wings of Hope
Director, Wings Home
A Partnering Agency of

MISSION MOMENT
Greg Carlson
Spiritual Care Coordinator
Wings of Hope Hospice

I think there is a lot of truth in the saying,
“Life is what you make of it.”
I recently talked with a patient whose husband died of
Parkinson’s after a long illness. She faced several other
large challenges since his death before receiving her
own prognosis of six months or less. Yet she had a
thankful spirit, full heart and buoyant voice as we talked.
She said was able to keep above anger and depression by
choosing to focus on God’s goodness to her. After
mentioning several of His blessings, she said one of the
greatest joys is her outreach to a dozen other widows
who sit home crying because of loneliness during the
Covid restrictions. Our patient said she encourages them
weekly. Her voice was resolute in saying, “As long as I
can talk on the phone, I can help lift people up.”
Not bad for a woman dying of the dreaded ALS. She had
chosen to not be sad or mad, but glad.
We can choose to be grateful and positive no matter
what comes our way. We can choose to make a
difference in the lives of others.
*** Note: I changed the identifying factors of this story

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS
2014

Grief groups are continuing, but meeting by
phone. A smart phone is not necessary; any
phone will do. Interested persons should call
Phyllis Hepp at (269) 686-8659
to get more information.
Anyone grieving a death is welcome and can join
us weekly or as often as they want and need.

Wings of Hope Hospice Code of Ethics
Wings of Hope will conduct business honestly and
ethically wherever operations are maintained.
We strive to improve the quality of our services,
programs, and operations and will maintain a
reputation for honesty, fairness, respect,
responsibility, integrity, trust, and
sound business judgment.

2020 OFG 500
for
Wings Home

2020 Wings of Hope Board of Directors
Diane Barton
Elizabeth Carter
Jim Connell DVM
Sara Decker
Jenifer Garcia
Richard Godfrey
Pablo “Paul” Martinez
Cheri Schulz
Dawn Sherman

He’s at it again and this year he’s on his bike!

Dr. Jim Connell, aka OFG, (Old Fat Guy) will be raising
money for Wings Home this summer. The OFG 500
will take Dr. Connell 500 miles on his bike in 5 weeks.
Make a donation in support of his quest.
The Wings Home is an end-of-life care home that
provides compassionate care in a home like atmosphere
to Wings of Hope Hospice patients during the last days
of their lives. There is no cost to live at Wings Home.
Volunteers and staff provide 24-hour care.

2020 Wings Home Board of Directors

Diane Barton
Larry Brown
Jim Connell DVM
Lisa Kokotan
Cheri Schulz
Mallory Smith

The Wings Home runs solely on donations. In 2019 it
cost the Wings Home $161 per patient per day. Your
help is needed now more than ever.

For more information, visit
www.wingshome.org.

VOLUNTEERING IS POWERFUL
Just how important is it to sit at the bedside of
your dying loved one, hold their hand,
and say you love them?
Wings Home Caregivers play an essential role keeping this
option available during the COVID‑19 pandemic. With a
continuing commitment to our community, the Wings Home is
approaching its 10th anniversary of service to Southwest
Michigan. Up to four Wings of Hope Hospice patients can stay
there for 24/7 care at the end of life. Our caregivers prepare
favorite meals, do laundry, give needed medications, and assist
with mobility, repositioning, and toileting. They also support a
patient’s loved ones by offering coffee, homemade cookies, and a
listening ear.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, our Wings Home
Caregivers also now wear facemasks, disinfect contact surfaces
every shift, and limit the number of visitors to one per patient at
a time. While this isn’t always convenient or comfortable, it
allows our patients to see their loved ones when many nursing
centers, hospitals, and other facilities can’t offer that.
Words alone just don’t express the enormous gratitude we have
for our essential Wings Home Caregivers. You’re making all the
difference!
We are always looking for more dedicated volunteer caregivers
for the Wings Home. Training is provided, and caregivers work
in teams.
Most of the Wings of Hope Hospice volunteer activities are on
hold until Michigan is in phase 5 or 6 of the Michigan Safe Start
Plan. From their own homes, volunteers continue to support our
patients and their loved ones by making calls, sending cards of
encouragement, and writing life stories. Volunteer crafters pitch
in by sewing facemasks, and bereavement bears, or crocheting
twiddle muffs, and prayer shawls. These acts of kindness go a
long way to brighten the day. They are deeply appreciated.

Thank you Allegan County Pleasure Riders
for working so hard to make this year's event
so amazing. The commitment of this group of
people goes above and beyond, especially this
year! They raised $12,000 for
Wings of Hope and Wings Home.
We are grateful!

The Gary and Bonnie
Funk Memorial Golf
Outing was a huge
success with 54 teams
participating. This
amazing group raised
$6000 for Wing of
Hope and a vehicle full of items for the
Wings Home!
We appreciate this event, in its 9th year, even
more so this year with so many events being
cancelled! Thank you Funk Family and Friends!

We are BEYOND THANKFUL for the
incredible support we received for the
Night of Hope Online Auction.

Thank you to our generous sponsors, item donors
and bidders. Our community continues to amaze
us. These uncertain times have proved to be
challenging but you definitely rose to the occasion.
It was nice to have a little bit of fun too!

If you are interested in helping but prefer non-patient care
options, we have an indirect volunteer need currently:
•

Someone to install ice melt wiring near the edge of the roof,
and replace outdoor lightbulbs at the Wings Home. This is a
one-time job. Hours are very flexible. Must be experienced
and comfortable working on a ladder.

If you’re interested in volunteering in any
capacity, please call (269) 686-8659 and ask for
Mary Soule.

Thank you to all who came out to support the
7th Annual Wings Home Golf Outing, in
memory of Buster Milbocker!
Thank you also to Cheshire Hills Golf
Course, our sponsors, item donors and
volunteers! All of you have made a
difference in people's lives.

This year we honor 10 years of caregiving
at the Wings Home.
October 11, 2010 is the day that the doors opened to accept the
first patient. Since then, over 800 patients and their families have
been served. This four-bedroom residential home is available to
Wings of Hope Hospice patients at the and of life, free of charge.
We thank the volunteer and staff caregivers who have spent time making the end of life more
comfortable for dying individuals. We thank the founding members and board for working so hard to
make this home a reality. We thank the generous donors who donated a total of over $3,000,000 to get
the Wings Home started. The Perrigo Foundation donated $100,000 to kick off the capital campaign.
We thank the corporations, foundations, churches, service groups, individuals and families who continue
to donate items and money to ensure the Wings Home continues to exist. The Wings Home is here for
all of us because of all of you. Thank you!

Perrigo Company Charitable Foundation gave a special grant of $20,000
to the Wings Home. This grant is to assist with providing ongoing care for
Wings Home patients during the Covid-19 pandemic. We sincerely appreciate this
extra help in these difficult times.

530 Linn Street
Allegan, MI 49010
269-686-8659
800-796-2676
Email: wings@wingsofhopehospice.com
Website: www.wingsofhopehospice.com

Mission

We provide compassionate care in the later stages of life
and support through the grief experience for individuals
and families.

Vision

As we help people live more fully and benefit from the gift of
their own mortality, we will increase the comfort level of our
culture to embrace life’s later stages as a natural phase and we
will work to decrease fear and increase knowledge associated
with life-limiting illness.
330 Linn Street
Allegan, MI 49010
269-686-9232
800-796-2676
Website: www.wingshome.org

Mission

The Wings Home is an end-of-life care home that provides
compassionate care in a home-like atmosphere to Wings of
Hope Hospice patients during the last days of their lives. There
is no cost to live at Wings Home.
Volunteers and staff provide 24-hour care.
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